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Hello Friends, 


here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 


? 
of Farthing Wood Friends! . Plucky’s return 
> ALL ABOUT 


GETTING YOUR COPIES Monkeys 

Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 

order with a newsagent, or to take out a subscription. FARTHING WOOD FRIENDS 
Gallery 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 
SECRET WORLD OF 


(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only.) 
We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 7m 

A rainforest canopy 
DISCOVERING NATURE 


week AT NO EXTRA COST. 
Simply write to the address below stating the number 

South America 
FASCINATING FACTS 


of the first part you want and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. You may order as many copies as you like 
but we suggest a minimum of 10 parts. You can calculate 
the amount to pay by multiplying the cover price by the < 
number of parts required: for example 10 parts x £1.20 Chron icle 43 

PUZZLE IT OUT 

1. 

Snail’s pace 

COLOUR IT IN 

A mate at last? 


will cost £12. Postage and packing are free. 


CONTENTS ISSUE 113 


Toad was wandering round the Park looking “It’s these rats,” said Toad, “there’s so many 
for Fox. He was very worried because the that if they just have one frog a day today 
rats were killing his friends, the frogs, one and tomorrow, then there'll be no frogs left at 
by one. He eventually found Fox by the pond all.” As he spoke, another frog disappeared 
and asked for his help. from view. “See what I mean!” 


If you haven't got 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Just ask a grown up to 

write to the address below 

stating which parts you want us to 

send you and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. Each part costs £1.20 except part 1, 


which costs only 60p. Postage and packing are free. IN ISSUE 114 

HOW TO PAY TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Owl and Hollow seem to 

Cheques or postal orders should be payable to be getting on quite well 

pene Le elles Oe f paying by laa but it’s still early days. HOW TO DRAW “We’re doing our best,” replied Fox. “Adder Fox couldn’t help thinking that the frogs 

peel oes 2 dep ee! Alla 8 cal You'd better make sure and Sinuous nearly killed the chief rat this didn’t do much to help themselves but added, 
ALL ABOUT...Vultures that you don’t get caught morning. They’re going to attack him again “What if us foxes were to stand guard around 


You can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER 

All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex 
TN35 4TJ or telephone 01424 755755. 


the pond, it might make a difference.” “Yes, 


this afternoon.” But Toad wasn’t satisfied. 
thank you,” said Toad, feeling a little better. 


“T wish I could do something,” he cried. 


Vultures might feed on in this wildcat’s burrow. 
dead animals but they 
always wait their turn! SECRET WORLD OF... 

The Andes 

CHRONICLE 44 It gets very cold high up in 
Kestrel warns rainforest the Andes, so many of the 
creatures to watch out for animals have thick coats. 


a glut of leaping tree frogs. 
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Suddenly another rat appeared. He was just 
about to take a frog when Whistler swooped 

down and grabbed the rat. “I’m going to drop 
you from a great height,” Whistler told the 


rat cheerfully, before he let it go. 


Whistler then set off for the new animal 
sanctuary. When he arrived, Plucky was 
waiting for him. “Great landing, Whistler,” 
he laughed, “you just missed me!” Whistler 
was not amused. 


“Look here,” said Whistler, “it’s about time 
you escaped. We need you. Terrible bother 
with those rats, you know. White Deer Park 
is overrun.” “I have tried to escape,” replied 
Plucky, “but the walls are too high.” 


“This is your chance,” urged Whistler, “Go 

on, now!” Plucky hesitated for a moment, 

then he scrambled out of the bushes and 

leapt into the back of the van. A few seconds 

later, it left. Whistler followed. 
7 


“My only chance is when the gates open for 
the humans to pass through,” he continued. 
Just then, a van pulled up at the gates of 
the sanctuary. It was ready to leave. 


After a few minutes, Plucky realized the van 
was going the wrong way. He had to get out. 
Eventually, the van stopped because some 
sheep were blocking the road. Plucky leapt 
out and bounded back to White Deer Park. 


Soon after arriving home, Plucky bumped 
into Hurkel. “Dash will be so pleased!” 
Hurkel exclaimed when he found out who 
Plucky was. “She’s around here somewhere. 
I’m supposed to be having a race with her.” 


Just then, Dash sped by. When she saw 
Plucky she stopped in her tracks and raced 
back to greet him. “I missed you,” said 
Plucky. “I missed you, too,” said Dash. It was 
all too much for Hurkel — he began to sob. 


But then, Shadow came running out of the 
bushes. “Help! Help!” she cried. “The rats 
have got Adder — they’re killing her!” ‘Tl 
save her,” said Plucky as he ran off to find her. 


Furious, Adder raised her head and sank 
her fangs into Brat’s arm. Brat staggered 
over to Bully and collapsed in a heap on the 
floor. Bully went beserk. “Kill it! Kill it!” he 
screamed to the other rats. 


By now, the other animals had heard about 
Plucky’s return. Whisper came rushing out 
of the bushes to greet him. “Plucky, my own 


1 


cub, you're safe!” she cried, licking his face. 


Adder was pinned down by a group of rats 
outside their headquarters. “Sinuous!” 

she called but he was nowhere to be seen. 
“No use yelling for that horrible bit of rope,” 
laughed Brat, “we’ve got him trapped.” 


Plucky arrived not a minute too soon. He 
picked Bully up by the tail, only agreeing to 
let him go if the rats freed Adder. The rats had 
no choice so they released her. Plucky dropped 
Bully and watched him scarper down a hole. 


Amid all the commotion, everyone had 
forgotten about Sinuous. They were just 
about to leave when he burst out of a rat hole. 
“Phew!” he exclaimed. “Did I miss anything?” 


Next week: Turned to stone. 


All About... 


This is a close member of my family called the 


Vif) ) an ae Silvery or Bare-ear marmoset. Like me, he lives in sie = 1 Met, 
Asse ~ ¥ ~ tf), the Amazon rainforest. Marmoset fathers are very MK Ted 
Ani } WV ui M : . ee caring towards their young. After the female has ; fa 
A it f \ —y given birth, usually to twins, the father is there to r we Oy 


lend a helping hand. He will play with his offspring 

and carry them around on his hips or shoulders, only 
handing them back to the mother when they need 
feeding. For the first three weeks of their life, the 
young monkeys are completely helpless and do not 

let go of their parents. Between the age of two and 
five months they become independent - searching for 
their own food and moving about alone. However, they 
still like to stay 
near to the 
family group. 


66Hi there! I'm Common marmoset — you'll 
recognize me easily by the rather splendid tufts of 
white hair on both sides of my head. Us marmosets, 
along with over 200 other species of monkey, are 
members of a large order of mammals called 
primates. Other primates include apes, lemurs, 
lorises and human beings — so you could call 
me your very distant relative! | live in Brazil in 
South America, so I'm known as a New World 
monkey; the New World is a phrase used to 
describe any of the countries in North, Central : 
or South America. Other New World monkeys 
include capuchins, tamarins and uakaris and, like 
me, they spend most of their time swinging through 
the tree tops in tropical rainforests.99 


TALL TAILS 
All tree-dwelling monkeys have long tails which 
they use for balance and as a ‘brake’ to slow 
them down when jumping from one branch to 
another. Some species, such as the Spider, 
Howler and Squirrel monkey, have a particularly 
well developed tail. It is longer than the length of 
their body and has bare skin with deep ridges at 
the tip. The tail of these monkeys is almost like 
another arm — they use it to hang upside-down 
from branches and even to grasp objects. 


Like all members of 
my family, the Squirrel 
monkey has large, round 
eyes at the front of its 
head, giving it better 
vision than many other 
mammals. It uses its 
eyes rather than its nose 
when searching for 
something to eat and is 
able to tell the size, 


Golden lion tamarins are very 
like us marmosets but they only 
live in low-lying forests along the coast 
of Rio de Janeiro state in Brazil. These 
monkeys are only happy in areas which 
have been completely untouched by 
humans - and there aren’t too many 


shape and colour of its places like that left these days. The 

food. Squirrel monkeys burning of trees and the building of 

tend to eat insects, nuts roads in the rainforest has reduced the 

and berries as they are habitat of Golden lion tamarins to 2% of 

very small, about 30cm the original area available to them and 

long, and have lightweight they are now in danger of extinction. 

jaws. You can find bands They are also captured and sold as pets. 

of up to 500 Squirrel Steps have been taken to protect these 
monkeys roaming around animals and some Golden lion tamarins, bred 
large areas of the Amazon in captivity, have been released into the wild. 


rainforest in South America 


ve looking for food. a a a a a 


All About... 
Old World monkeys 


66Monkeys that make their home in Asia, 
Africa or even Europe are called Old World 
monkeys. Unlike their New World cousins, 
many Old World monkeys prefer to live on 
the ground and never venture into the 

trees. There are other differences, too - 
Old World monkeys usually have much 

shorter tails than New World monkeys 

and they cannot use them to grasp things. 
They also have 36 instead of 32 teeth and 
their nostrils are closer together.99 


The Barbary ape is, in fact, a type of monkey. 

It gets its misleading name because, like true 
apes, it has no tail. It is the only monkey living 
wild in Europe and is best known as a resident 
of Gibraltar, just off the coast of Spain. A legend 
says that if the apes ever leave Gibraltar, Britain 
will lose control of the island so they are now 
protected! You can also find Barbary apes in 
north Africa but they are not quite so popular 
there. Being bold creatures, they raid gardens 
and fields and are considered to be pests. 


Weasel’s Easel 


Howler monkeys 
Noisiest monkiee to big 
world. Their Cries can 


be heard up to 3km away. 


Grooming is a very important social activity Many Old World monkeys live in large organized groups 
for both Old World and New World monkeys called troops. This troop of Grey langurs is made up of 
and individuals may spend many hours a male, several females and their young. Each troop 
picking out dirt, dandruff or parasites from has its own territory which is defended by the male. It 
the coats of other members of their group. is also the male that takes control of the group, leading 
These Japanese macaques live high up in the the monkeys through the forests of southern Asia in 
mountains of Japan, where there are many hot search of leaves, flowers and fruit to eat. 

water springs. They enjoy eating vegetables, 
such as sweet potatoes, and have been 
spotted dipping their food in the hot water 
before eating it. 


BEING A BABOON 
Some Old World monkeys 
are too large and heavy to 
climb trees and they are 
rarely found living in 
forests. A male baboon 
can weigh up to 41kg, 
though most females are 
smaller and lighter. This 
Anubis baboon lives in 
the rocky areas of west 
and central Africa. Like 
all baboons, she moves 
around on four legs and 
is a caring mother to 
her child. Her long tail 
isn’t such a common 
feature - some 
species of baboon 
have tails that are 
nothing more than 
short stumps. 


The Proboscis monkey lives in the rainforests of 
Borneo, an island in south-east Asia. It’s easy to 
tell the male and female of this species apart - the 
female has a large snub nose, but the male has a 
nose so long and swollen that it sometimes curves 
inwards to touch his chin. When the male wants to 
attract the attention of the other members of his 
group, he makes a loud honking noise; as he does 
so, his nose, which can be up to 10cm long, lifts 
up and straightens out. 


a 


Dear Friends! 


There's a lovely photo of a 
badger and a pretty tricky puzzle 
for you this week! 


Joan 


\ | thought you might like 
to see a picture of my badger. | looked 
after her when she was a cub. Her family 
had been killed. She now lives in a forest 
beside my home. | love Badger from 
Farthing Wood, too. 


MELANIE CLARKE SENT IN THIS NOTE 
AND A PHOTO OF HER BADGER. 


Thomas Venner, aged 9 


THE KESTREL 

Circling, circling in the air, 

All little creatures, Beware! Beware! 
Every mouse, vole and shrew, 

He just might be looking at you! 

Swirling, whirling, looking round, 
Searching, scouring on the ground. 
Looking, looking for his dinner, 

If he doesn’t get it, he’ll grow thinner. 
Then suddenly quick as a flash, 

He ducks and dives to make a dash 

for a little mouse scurrying on the ground 
who didn’t see him looking round. 

“Got ya!” the kestrel eeks, 

Then flies off home; in his beak 

is the little mouse who was on the ground. 
Off he goes and the only sound 

is the beat of his wings as they pound! 


Gary Moore, aged 13 


Megan Langley, aged 10 


Who makes chicken jokes? 


“waylpauiog y 


Elizabeth Bell 


Matthew Ayles, aged 8 


This Farthing Wood creature is 
very brave. 


His wife got eaten 
by Scarface. 


He lived in a house 
in White Deer Park. 


What happens if a bee invites you to 


its beehive? “antyaq NO, 


If crocodile skins make good shoes, what 


do banana skins make? 


— ssuaddiys 


aged 13 


13 YEAR OLD GEMMA TROKE SENT IN THIS FARTHING 

Nirusha Kanagasootiam, WOOD PUZZLE. CAN YOU WORK IT OUT? 

422q IMO YO Uapley\ 
"JE2IQ SIMIAN 

sSoyaSpayH peol waqey Jappy X04 :SYaMSNV 


There's a £5 gift 
token for any picture, 
story, poem, joke or 
uzzle we show on 


this page: 


art of this warm, damp 
a ops of the trees form a 

U ver th floor below and provide 
a colourful home for a wide variety of large 
and small creatures. You’ll hear the cries 
of monkeys and birds echoing across the 
canopy and you’ll probably see my old 
friend, the Emerald tree boa, ssslinking 
across the branches. Many of these animals 


_ crawling over the trees? 


won’t ever leave the canopy and pm 

why should they? They can ? 

find all the food and water they > A 

need high up in the tree tops.99 SP 7g- 
Fda 


Sinuous’s Challenge: how many iy 
Leafcutter ants can you find + 3 


FREE FARTHING WOOD POSTER 
Remove carefully from your magazine. 
© EBU 1992 Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 


Secret World of. 


You should be able to spot seven 
Leafcutter ants in the trees. 


| The Two-toed sloth is 
| considered to be one 
| _ of the laziest animals 
| in the world. Using its 
sharp claws to grip, 
| it hangs upside-down 
from a tree branch for 
| up to 18 hours a day 
without moving. The 
green alga that grows 
on its coarse fur helps 
to disguise it among 
the leaves so it is even 
less likely to be disturbed. 


The Strangler fig lives up 
to its name! It grows ona 
tree, sending its twisting 
roots down the trunk and 
into the soil. The leaves 
of the fig then surround 
the tree’s crown. 
Eventually the tree is 
starved of sunlight and 
water and it dies. 


The green skin of the Emerald tree 

= boa allows it to stay well hidden in the 
trees. The snake coils its body around 
a branch and waits for its prey - 
usually lizards, birds or bats. It bites 
its victim with its sharp fangs and 
then suffocates it to death. 


I Many animals dive for cover 
when a Harpy eagle glides 
in and out of the tree tops. 
I This eagle is the largest and most 
| powerful in the world. It seizes monkeys, 
sloths and other mammals with its clawed 
| feet, which are the size of a man’s hand. 


Anole lizards have an amazing 
way of showing how they’re feeling. ~ \ 
If they are too hot or cold or worried about \ 
something, they change colour! The males also 

have a large, brightly-coloured throat fan which 

they open up to threaten other males or to attract 

a female mate. 


are fast workers - 


Although a coati will often 

look for food on the forest 

floor, it is just as happy to move 
through the trees, using its long, 
ringed tail to balance. Coatis also 
prefer to sleep in the trees and 
build well-hidden nests, where 
females give birth to their young. 


Leafcutter ants march in rows along the [ 

branches of the trees. They chew off 
pieces of leaves and carry them back 

to their nest to eat later. These ants | 

in just one day, an 


army of them can remove every \ 
single leaf from the crown of | 
atree! | 


Discovering Nature %: 2 
¥ 


DISCOVER SOUTH 
AMERICA 


South America is the fourth largest continent in the world. It has 
many different kinds of landscape. There are bone-dry deserts, 
snowy mountains and even steamy rainforests. No wonder, so 

many millions of different types of animals live there. It’s got a 
home fit for everyone! 


A huge rainforest stretches out around 
e the Amazon river. It is one of the 
a Guyana’ SURINAN world’s richest wildlife homes. 

~ ¢ FRENGH Many species of insects, 
GUYAN birds and reptiles may be 


The world’s highest 
waterfall is the 
Angel Falls in 


Yn, 
i 


(AN COLOMBIA 9 
X 


Venezuela. It still hidden in the forest, 
tumbles 979m undiscovered by 
over a Cliff. humans. 


Silver is mined in Bolivia, 
gold in Peru. Diamonds are 
sometimes found in 
Venezuela. 


The Atacama desert in 
Chile is the driest place 
in the world. Until 1971 
there had been no 
rainfall there for 

400 years! 


“Brazil and Colombia 
are the world’s 
biggest coffee 
producers. 


ATLANTIC OCEAN 


PACIFIC OCEAN 


Huge ranches dot the 
Argentinian plains. 
Cowboys called 
gauchos work on 
these ranches, 
rounding up cattle. 


FALKLAND 
ISLANDS 


 @ 


Where in 
the world? 


Geometric patterns were often used 
on Inca buildings, jewellery and clothes. 
Many patterns represented animals. 


Llama 


INCA MASK You will need: 


Gold and turquoise were string, pencil, turquoise paint, 
popular colours on Inca objects gold sweet-papers, paintbrush, 
such as jewellery and masks. glue, black gummed-paper squares. 


a | Cut a mask shape out of the 
ihe box. Make iwo eyeholes and 
draw on a mouth and a nose. 


INCA INSPIRATION 


The Incas were a group of South American 
people who once ruled in the high Peruvian 
Andes. They worshipped many gods, the 
most important being the gods of the sun and rain. Soldiers 
from Spain arrived in 1530, greedy for the gold that the Incas 
had. They conquered the Incas, turned many of them into 
slaves and destroyed their Andean empire forever. 


Flying bird 


cereal box, scissors, length of 


2 Make holes on either side of the mask 


Double key 
pattern 


You will need: 
Squared paper or gummed paper 
cut into small squares, crayons. 


Here are a few Inca designs to copy on to squared 
paper. Either colour the squares in or stick on 
gummed-paper squares to make 
your own Inca mosaic. 


and knot the string 


the mask 
and then 
decorate it 
with gold and 
black squares 


EAT SOUTH AMERICAN STYLE 


Try these recipes from Brazil and Ecuador to see 
what a South American child might have 
for their tea! 


o PIE 
eae de in Br 
This 
E ed: and 
You wilt otat0 (cooked 


the oil ina Saucepan 
and cook the onion, 


INCA BANGLE 


You will need: 

empty cardboard toilet roll, scissors, 
turquoise paint, paintbrush, gold 
sweet-papers smoothed flat, glue. 


INCA FOODS 
Potatoes, peppers, 
tomatoes and chillies 
were all grown and 
eaten by the Incas. They 
are still grown and eaten 
today, along with other 
Inca foods such as 
chocolate, vanilla, 
turkeys and maize. 


7 | Cut up the side of the 
toilet roll so you can open it 
to slip it on to your wrist. 


2 Paint the roll turquoise. When dry, 
cut out Inca-style shapes from the gold 
sweet-papers and stick them on the roll. 


Then put on your bangle and 
your mask and pretend to be 
an Inca ruler! 
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Puzzle it ouf 2” 


SNAIVS PAGE 


Mrs Rabbit wanted everyone out of the burrow When bedtime came, all the rabbits couldn’t wait 


§ UP THE LADDERS 
There are two ways of getting from LOSE 
to FIND. Fill in the clues on both ladders 
to see how. 


so that she could give it a good spring clean. to go to sleep. But Young Rabbit said, 

But Young Rabbit just wouldn’t leave his room. “Don’t wait for me, | want to finish building sare nip B m 
“I’m tired,” he yawned. Finally Mrs Rabbit this card pyramid.” M Pont cruucd ot u ates - _— 

had to bribe him with extra lettuce leaves “| don’t know what’s wrong with you,” said pape — eo ny 

for supper and he left to join his brothers Mrs Rabbit. “You’ve been as slow as a snail all day. SA bain ; nother number. 

and sisters. Now go and curl up in your shell and sleep — and : A sunny day is 


7 
of | 


They were playing rounders outside. “Come and __ please wake up brighter tomorrow!” # ihe you Ray It called a... . day. 
a i ; your parking meter 
join us!” they shouted, but soon they wished they ; 
hadn’t. Every time Young Rabbit tried to score 
runs, he was out. And whenever he hit the ball __--dgff 
he lost it. 
“Lunchtime!” called Mrs Rabbit as she brought 
out a tray of salad to where they were playing. 
«. All the rabbits rushed to eat, but by the time 
Young Rabbit had sat down everyone else was 
halfway through their meal. It was lucky 
they had divided it equally. ~ 


vee 


SNAIL SHELL PILE OF CARDS 
F Can you fill in all the numbers on this 
Fill in the snail shell using the clues? yh y' 


You will find some of the answers to the 


pyramid of cards? Each number on each row 
+) is the sum of the two numbers lying directly 
beneath it, as in the example below. 


last letter of each 
word is the first 
letter of the 
next word. 


Clues 
_ 1 What are people who cannot speak called? 
2 Where do the rabbits live? 


3 Opposite of peace. 
EQUAL HELPINGS 4 What game did the rabbits play? 
Can you divide Mrs Rabbit’s salad 5 What animal did Mrs Rabbit compare her son to? 
equally between six rabbits using 6 Something the rabbits ate at lunch. 
three straight lines? Each rabbit Ereprosite of beginning, sence has hit five balls into the 
must have a piece of lettuce, a Eat, Can you find tame 


carrot and two radishes. 


Puzzle it ouf = 


GAP AND BALL 


Here’s a good game to play outside 
if you don’t feel like playing 
rounders! All you need is an old 
cap or hat and a soft foam ball. 


@ Place the cap upside-down 
on the ground and take it turns to 
throw the ball into it. Decide who 
throws first. 


3 As soon as the thrower has the ball, 
she shouts, “Stop!” Everyone must stop 
where they are and stand still. Then the 
thrower launches the ball at someone. 

If she hits them, that person is the next 
thrower. If she misses, she has to start the 
game all over again. Keep on playing till 
everyone has had a turn at being the 
thrower or until you get tired! 


@ The thrower stands a metre away from the 
cap and all the other players stand round her. 
She then tries to throw the ball into the cap. 
If she misses, it’s the next person's turn. 

If she gets it in, all the players run off in 
different directions, while the thrower runs 

to the cap and picks up the ball. 
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BOUNCY BALL 7 


/ 
This is.a great game for a really bouncy 
ball. It’s best to play in the playground or 
somewhere where the ground is hard so 
that the ball bounces very high. You just 
need two to play. 
! 
@ Hold the ball at shoulder / 
height and let it drop. ! 
i} 
2 Asit bounces, see how 1 
many times your friend can / 
run round you before it hits 
the ground again. Then he 
does the same, letting the / 
ball drop from shoulder ! 
height — but this time you ; 
run round him! To make 
it easier at the beginning, 
you_could let the ball ! 
bounce twice. ! 


The person who clocks up the most 
runs is the winner. 


Colour i it im 


EX MATE Al LAST? 


